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Amendment s to the Claims 

1. (original) A method for controlling exposure time in a digital image capture 
device comprising the steps of: 

when a user-controlled exposure mode is selected and a start 
exposure signal is asserted, 

a) capturing a first image and assigning the first image to a running 
total image; 

b) displaying the running total image; 

c) capturing a next image; 

d) adding the next image to the running total image; 

e) displaying the running total image; and 

f) repeating steps (c) to (e) until a terminate exposure signal is 
asserted. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the digital image 
capture device includes inc l ud e an image sensor; wherein the step of 
capturing the first image includes the steps of 

a_1) exposing the image sensor to light; 

a_2) reading out an analog value from the image sensor; and 

a_3) converting the analog value to a corresponding digital value; and 

wherein the step of capturing the next image includes the steps of 

O) exposing the image sensor to light; 

c_2) reading out an analog value from the image sensor; and 

c_3) converting the analog value to a corresponding digital value. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the digital image capture device 
includes a display; and wherein the step of displaying the running total Image 
includes displaying the running total image on the display. 

Page 2 of 10 



biST AVAILABLE COPY 



PAGE 4/12 * RCVD AT 4/21/2006 5:18:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-6I27 ' DNIS:2F38300 * C8ID:303 297 2266 ' DURATION Jnm-ss):02-46 



PPR-21-2006 15:33 



303 297 2266 



303 297 2266 



P. 05 



SM. 10/035,765 
Norman C Pyle 
Atty Dkt 10011327-1 



BEST AVAILABLE COPV 



4. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

transferring a final image to a storage media. 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 4 wherein the storage media is 
one of a removable storage media, volatile memory, and non-volatile 
memory. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 and further wherein: farther 
co mp ris i ng the step o f: 

w her e i n the asserted terminate exposure signal is a de-asserted start 
exposure signal; and 

wh ere in the start exposure signal is asserted and de-asserted by 
employing a cable release. 

7. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of asserting 
the start exposure signal includes the step of asserting the start exposure 
signal by employing a remote control; and wherein the step of asserting the 
terminate exposure signal includes the step of asserting the terminate 
exposure signal by employing a remote control. 

8. (original) The method of claim 7 wherein the remote control utilizes one of 
an infrared link, a radio frequency link, and an audio link. 

9. (original) The method of claim 7 wherein the digital image capture device is 
a digital camera. 

10. (currently amended) A digital image capture device that has a 
user-controlled exposure mode comprising: 

a) a display for displaying images; and 

b) a user-controlled exposure mechanism coupled to the display for: 
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i) capturing a first image when a st art exposure signal 
asserted and assigning the first imaae to a running total image: 
in displaying the run ning total image on said display 
Hi) capturing a next image; 

tv) adding the navt image to the running total image: 
V) displaying the run ning total image on said display: and 
vj) repeating steps f lift to M until a terminate e xposure signal is 
assorted 

for r e c ei v i ng a start exposure s ig na l an d a termina t e exposu re s i gnal 
responsi ve to the star t e x po sure sig n al for b e gi n n i ng an e xposure, f or 
pr o v i d i ng visua l fe e dback during t h e exposure t hrough the d i sp l ay and, a nd 
r e sp o ns i ve to a t e rm i na te e xposu r e signa l for te rm i nat i n g t h e e xposu re. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The digital image capture device of claim 10 further 
comprising: 

an enable signal for enabling the user-controlled exposure mechanism 
and setting the digital image capture device ft*m*»» intn a user-controlled 
exposure mode. 

12. (previously presented) The digital image capture device of claim 1 1 
further comprising: 

a first button for use by a user to assert the start exposure signal and 
to assert the terminate exposure signal; and 

a second button for use by a user to assert the enable signal. 

13. (original) The digital image capture device of claim 12 further comprising a 
separate button for use by a user to assert the terminate exposure signal. 

14. (original) The digital image capture device of claim 10 wherein the 
user-controlled exposure mechanism includes: 
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3 visual feedback module for providing visual feedback during the 
exposure through the display. 



15. (original) The digital image capture device of claim 10 wherein the digital 
image capture device is a digital camera. 



16. (currently amended) A digital image capture device that has a 
user-controlled exposure mode comprising: 

a) means for displaying images; and 

b) user-controlled exposure means coupled to the display for: 

0 capturing a first image when a start exposure signal is 
asserted and assigning the first image to a running total Image: 

ii) displaying the running total image on said means for 
displaying; 

capturing a next image: 

iv) adding the next image to the running total image: 

y)_displaving the running total image on said means for 
displaying: and 

vi) repeating steps (Wi) to (v) until a terminate exposure signal is 
asserted 

fo r receivin g a start e xp o sure - si gna l a nd a terminate exposure s i gna l; 
responsiv e to th e start e x po sure signal for be ginn i ng a n e xposur e , fo r 
prov i d i n g i m mediat e visual feedback dur in g t he exposure t h rough th e d is p lay, 
a n d respo n sive to a t e rminate exposur e si g na l for term in a tin g th e exp o sur e. 

17. (currently amended) The digital image capture device of claim 16 further 
comprising: 

an enable signal for enabling the user-controlled exposure mechanism 
and setting the digital image capture device camera into a user-controlled 
exposure mode. 
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18. (currently amended) The digital Image capture device of claim 16 further 
comprising: 

c) first means for use by a user to assert said asserH* start exposure 

signal; 

d) second means for use by a user to assert said as s e rt a terminate 
exposure signal; and 

e) third means for use by a user to set the digital image capture device 
into a toteHhe user-controlled exposure mode. 

19. (previously presented) The digital image capture device of claim 18 
wherein the first means and the second means are a single button. 

20. (currently amended) The digital image capture device of claim 16 wherein 
the user-controlled exposure means includes: 

a visual feedback means for providing visual feedback during the 
exposure through the means for displaying display. 
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